
What is the Admiralty 
WebChart Service?
Admiralty WebChart service (AWCS) 
provides access to official charts online.   
Developed by the UK Hydrographic 
Office (UKHO), AWCS enables shore-
based users to view charts instantly and 
effortlessly.

AWCS has been launched in response 
to demand from shipping companies 
whose shore-based teams use charts to 
support their ships at sea. AWCS offers 
an alternative to the sharing of paper 
charts in the office environment. The 
charts can be accessed from any internet 
connected PC providing users with 
immediate access to worldwide charts.

Admiralty WebChart Service

With immediate access to thousands of 
charts, the ability to instantly identify 
a given lat/long position and seamless 
weekly updating, AWCS provides a 
digital alternative for shore-based 
chart use in an increasingly busy and 
demanding office environment. 



Official Charts Online
AWCS provides instant online access to 
the official navigational charts produced 
by the UKHO and national Hydrographic 
Offices around the World.

AWCS is a web-based subscription service, 
providing users with access to chart data 
from any web-enabled PC without the 
need to install data or software.

Automated Updating
The latest chart updates are automatically 
uploaded by the UK Hydrographic Office 
every week.  This means that AWCS 
is synchronised with other Admiralty 
charting systems used for navigation.  
With AWCS you can be confident that 
the charts you see are the latest versions 
including all safety critical changes.  
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Global Chart Coverage
Chart coverage is available in a choice 
of ARCS (Amiralty Raster Chart) or ENC 
(Electronic Navigational Chart) formats.

ARCS is an exact digital facsimilie of 
the Admiralty paper chart, providing the 
same familiarity and global coverage.  

ENCs are produced by or on behalf of 
national Hydrographic Offices around the 
World. ENCs provide the ability to select 
and query chart content.

Online access to ENC data is subject to 
the approval of the producing nation and 
as such the availability of ENC coverage 
is increasing all the time.  

See www.ukho.gov.uk/AdmiraltyWebChart 
for full details of all ENCs currently 
available within AWCS.

Features and Benefits
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Simple Intuitive 
Interface 
The user interface is straightforward, easy 
to use and developed with simplicity in 
mind. The interface is similar to existing 
web mapping services, featuring standard 
tools such as drag, pan and zoom to 
navigate the charts in a standard web-
browser. 

Service Features
Port search function covering 7000 
locations worldwide.

Lat/Long search and zoom to a 
specified location.

General chart search using chart 
number or keywords.

Distance and bearing measurement 
tool.

Cursor Geographical Position (GP) 
read out 

Efficient chart navigation using pan 
and zoom.

Data query function ‘what’s this?’
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Proven benefits
BP was the first shipping company to 
recognise the benefits of having the very 
latest charts available 24/7 over the web 
in the office environment as an 
alternative to maintaining a traditional 
paper chart folio shared amongst users.

Captain Jim Chapman, Lead 
Superintendent Port Information says 
“Admiralty Web chart is often used by the 
Port Safety team. It has helped improve our 
operations and enables us to plan using 
accurate, up to date information that is in 
sync with the ships’ charts”. 

The Future of Shore-
based Navigation
AWCS represents the first step in the 
future of shore-based navigation. The 
service will continue to evolve and 
develop, extending functionality and 
available data content. This will include 
additional layers of information and 
extra tools such as route creation and 
annotation.

New developments will be announced 
on www.ukho.gov.uk/AdmiraltyWebChart
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Buying AWCS
The Admiralty WebChart Service is 
available on a licence basis through 
your Admiralty Distributor. Licences 
are flexible and can be purchased for 
durations of 3, 6, 9 or 12 months. Packs 
of licences can be purchased for 1, 5, 20 
or 100 users.

A one month free of charge trial licence 
can be arranged through your Admiralty 
Distributor.  

Recommended System 
Requirements

Standard PC and operating system

Broadband internet access

Minimum of Internet Explorer 
5.5 or equivalent
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What is an ARCS chart?
Admiralty Raster Chart Service (ARCS) 
charts are exact digital copies of the world- 
leading BA paper charts. All ARCS charts 
have the familiar appearance and use the 
same internationally recognised symbology 
as the Admiralty paper chart series.  

What is an ENC?
Electronic Navigational Charts (ENCs) are 
digital vector charts produced to the 
International Hydrographic Organization’s 
(IHO) standards (S57 Version 3.1 and ENC 
Product Specification). An ENC is by 
definition produced by, or on the 
authority of a government, authorised 
hydrographic office or other relevant 
government institution.  
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Further Information
For more information or to arrange your 
free of charge one month Admiralty 
WebChart Service trial contact your 
Admiralty Distributor. A full list of 
Admiralty Distributors is available from 
the UKHO website at 
www.ukho.gov.uk/howtobuy

Alternatively contact the UKHO 
Helpdesk: 
Tel: +44 (0) 1823 723366 
Fax: +44 (0) 1823 330561 
Email: helpdesk@ukho.gov.uk


